Gen-Ed Made Easy


We would like to help you achieve General Education certification* for your appropriate courses.  In order to accomplish this, the Curriculum Committee needs “yes” answers to each of the following questions:

#1:  Is your course designed as a fixed number of college credit hours? 
Variable-credit courses do not satisfy Gen Ed requirements.


#2:  Does your course provide at least three college credit hours? 
Gen Ed courses must provide a level of depth and breadth beyond that which could be covered in shorter courses. (Health and physical education activity courses are the only exceptions to this rule.)


#3:  Does your course have as its explicit goal activities associated with reasoning (activities such as analyzing and critiquing theories, issues, symbols, or works of art) in addition to developing professional skills?

The statewide criteria require that the course must extend well beyond discipline-specific knowledge and skills.

#4:  Could someone from outside your discipline read your course outline and easily see how statewide outcomes and criteria are reflected in your course objectives, major topic outline, and – especially – student learning outcomes?

The Curriculum Committee’s role in Gen Ed certification is to (a) compare your course outline to the specified outcomes and criteria listed in the statewide approved Gen Ed Outcomes document (attached); and (b) approve courses that fully address every criterion and outcome.  

Your outline is your only evidence that the course supports each of the criteria and outcomes.  The Committee does not use other documents or inputs.  Consequently, the more obvious the connection between your course’s content and the statewide requirements for Gen Ed certification, the easier it is for the Curriculum Committee to approve your course.

_______________

* The requirements for Gen-Ed certification come from the Oregon Joint Boards of Articulation Commission (JBAC), The Councils of Chief Academic Officers and Provosts and the Unified Educational Enterprise.   At CCC, the Curriculum Committee is the official body that certifies courses that comply with statewide requirements.
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